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PREPARATION OF SUPPORTS:
THE 3 KEY POINTS TO CHECK

The adhesion of a decorative 'polished concrete' coating depends largely on the quality of the surface
preparation, and therefore on the prior diagnosis. Here are the different ways to carry it out. A good surface

must be hard, stable, adherent, and clean.

HARDNESS

How to check the hardness of a support?
The support must be hard and strong to avoid cracking and any subsequent detachment

" Check the surface hardness of the subsirate by scratching it with a sharp metal tool in

several places. The scratch must be superficial.

Also check the hardness throughout the thickness in the case of old screeds (under-

dosed, burnt screed, etc.). The screed must be cohesive

-1 Ifthe support is not hard enough, it must be removed to restore a healthy support.

How to check that the existing topcoat is holding up well?

When it is to be preserved, the old coating must be adherent to avoid any subsequent peeling.

// Q g It is necessary to remove or re-glue (in the case of tiling) any hollow-sounding part.
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Paint :

To check the adhesion of a paint, perform the grid test by cutting the paint with a knife
or cutter.

Form small squares of 2 x 2 mm on a total surface of 10 x 10 cm

The paint is considered adherent if 80% of the smalll tiles are adherent. If this is not the case, it is necessary to
remove the paint by sanding or stripping.

CLEANLINESS

How to clean and prepare the surface?

The surface must be clean to allow the polished concrete to adhere.

Traces of plaster

Remove any traces of plaster using a painter's knife. Dust thoroughly and then apply the
appropriate primer.

~ Traces of glue:
~  Remove traces of glue so that they no longer form a film; only a residual surface color

| may remain. Dust carefully. On acrylic or neoprene glue residue, then apply the
appropriate primer.

Varnishes, waxes, paints
. Remove varnish or wax by sanding or scraping. Dust thoroughly. Wash off paint and

allow to dry. Then apply the appropriate primer.
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RECOMMENDATIONS AND WARNINGS

Consult the most recent version of this technical sheet (see reseller). Our resellers are at your disposal for any
additional information.

The guarantees of good performance and longevity of the product can only be acquired in the event of strict
compliance with the instructions for use of the product itself, but also those of any primers and finishing
products as well as the maintenance recommendations. We cannot therefore be held liable in any way in
the event of an application not in accordance with our information and not using our entire system.

The information, tips, and advice relating to the end use of MERCADIER products are provided in good faith.
They are based on the knowledge and experience that MERCADIER has acquired to date with its products
when properly stored, handled, and applied under normal conditions. In practice, differences between
materials, substrates, and specific site conditions are such that this information or any written
recommendations or advice given do notimply any warranty of merchantability other than the legal warranty
against hidden defects.

The colors and appearances shown on our color charts are indicative and cannot be considered contractual.
The same applies to the panels presented in store. Where possible, it is preferable to use identical batches.
These products have a nuanced final rendering which can also vary depending on application conditions

(applicator's gesture, temperature, efc. ).

The information contained in this sheet is the expression of our knowledge and test results; it cannot under
any circumstances be considered as providing a guarantee or as engaging our liability in the event of

defective application.
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